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L’association Drom :
la rencontre inter-culturelle au coeur

cultural encounter at the heart



Hoëla Barbedette : harp player, artist and 

teacher, based in Brittany. Also teaching here at 

Pôle Aliénor.

Today, speak as a member of the organisation 

Drom (board member during ten years, till this 

spring).



Drom was founded by Breton singer Erik Marchand, known for his work with musicians from 

Romania, Turkey, Moldavia, Bulgaria…

Drom means « the road » in Romanian, road that leads artists through the world of popular 

cultures : The Bretagne-based association is strongly dedicated to enriching the journey and 

career of young musicians through the encounter and learning of other popular traditional musics 

by offering professional trainings.

Erik Marchand & Taraf of Caransebes



Drom is mostly known for « Kreiz Breizh Akademi » a year-long training for professional 

musicans, assuming a modal approach of Breton music. Every two years, a dozen young 

musicians in the process of professionalization take part to this orchestra. The 9th orchestra is 

currently giving concerts (see picture), while the 10th is now in training.

Drom’s website



As well as the concepts of modality, oral transmission and improvisation, the encounter with 

other traditional music cultures from all Europe and Mediterranean countries is central in 

Drom’s philosophy and activity :

• Most of the teachers are recognized artists from abroad, sometimes they live now in 

France, more often they are on tour or come especially for the occasion

Iyad Haimour (Syrie), le Diwan de Biskra (Algérie), Svetlana Spajic, (Serbie), Ashish Sankrityayan (Inde du Nord), Andrés Rodrigues (Asturies/Galice) … 



• Drom is based in Brittany, but every years program offers one or two one-week courses 

organized « on location » abroad, in order to facilitate the discovery and comprehension of the 

culture and its artists (in Greece, Bulgaria, Hungaria, Romania, Sweden, Serbia and also 

Turkey, Marroco, Lebanon, Algeria…)

Training weeks in Hungaria and Sweden



• Drom organizes also one-day workshops aimed to all audiences to allow discovery of different 

folk music cultures (Ukraine, Catalonia, Calabria and Reunion Island are on the program this 

summer) 

• Participants of the Kreiz Breizh Akademi orchestra, during their year of training, have a week-

long course localized in a foreign country — often Greece — in order to discover and practice 

an other modal music.

• Modal music is the theme of the website « portail des musiques modales » which presents 

examples and analysis of modal music pieces from all over Europe and beyond.

                               

                                                                                                   www.modalmusic.eu



An action enabled by the help of the « Région Bretagne » and by the national training program for 

professional musicians (AFDAS) — Drom detains the « qualiopi » label. 

Drom’s activity has been highly appreciated since almost 20 years by musicians from all over Brittany 

and France, with an undeniable effect on the culture of many young professional traditional musicians 

from Brittany. Effect on their curiosity, their tastes and influences, their practice, and ultimately on their 

musical projects (meeting with musicians from abroad, ways of playing their instruments, ways of using 

the modality, compositions mixing different references, sound of bands exploring other influences…).
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