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*Live tradition until 1930s
*Big recording sessions at the beginning of the 20th 
century (biggest 1936-38), vast collection of 
recorded tradition
*Soviet times - folk music as part of Soviet ideology, 
rather seen as amateur entertainment, not 
professional music

Traditional music in Estonia until 1990s



Traditional music revival in 1990s

*1991 foundation of Estonian traditional music 
speciality in Viljandi Culture Academy
*Model taken from Nordic neighbours and Ireland
*Studying archival recordings, reproducing and 
re-creating a tradition
*1994 founding of Viljandi traditional music 
festival (ca 20 000 visitors annualy)
*2008 founding of Estonian traditional music 
centre in Viljandi





Present day

*Traditional music is taught in Viljandi and Tallinn
*In Viljandi - steady amount of eager students
*Strong cooperation between Estonian traditional music 
centre and Viljandi Culture Academy
*Emphasis on teaching Estonian traditional music
*Encouraging students to use tradition and knowledge in 
modern way
*Research, development and creativity



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8sAiOa_2Ow
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